WHAT IS CLAIMED IS : 

1. A method of lithographic printing^ w - hioh oompriooo - 
forming an image based on signals of image data directly on <X^ 
printing (glatj^ precursor mounted on a plate cylinder of a 
printing press, thereby preparing a printing plate, and 
conducting lithographic printing, wherein the ■f u i iift iLion or 
image on the printing plate precursor is carried out by an ink 
jet recording method in which oil-based ink is ejected utilizing 

an electrostatic field. 

2. The' method of lithographic printing as claimed in 

claim 1, wherein said oil-based ink is a dispersion comprising 

hydrophobic resin particles which are solid at least at ordinary - 
\5 +x> ZS'C 

temperature ^dispersed in a nonaqueous solvent having an 
electric resistanceof at least 10 9 Qcm and a dielectric constant 
of 3.5 or less . 

3. The method of lithographic printing as claimed in 
claim 1, further comprising using a device for fixing the image 
on the printing plate precursor. 

4. The method of lithographic printing as claimed in 
claim 1, further comprising using means for removing dust which 
is present on the surface of the printing plate precursor before 
and/or dur ingj ^ - rowing cr* image|on the printing plate precursor. 

5. The method of lithographic printing as claimed in 
claim 1, wherein*^ rotation of said plate ^^linder on which 
the printing plate precursor is mounted <ef f eii'LS' main 
scanning [for drawing* imageg on the printing plate precursor. 
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6. The method of lithographic printing as claimed in 

claim 5, wherein oa id f orrrotiorT o - fr image on the printing plate 

A 

precursor by the ink jet recording method is carried out using 
an ink jet recording device equipped with a single or multiple 
head, and the head is slid in the axis direction of the plate # 
cylinder to accomplish the sub-scanning ' for < drawing imagoo on J 
the printing plate precursor. 

7. The method of lithographic printing as claimed in 
claim y, wherein said ink jet recording device is equipped with 
a full line head having . fcho aLmoct Game? length^as the . width of 
the plate cylinder. leMj+A 

8. The method of lithographic printing as claimed in 
claim 6, wherein said ink jet recording device is further 
equipped with means for supplying the oil-based ink to the head. 

9. The method of lithographic printing as claimed in 
claim 6, wherein the ink jet recording device is furU^r 
equipped with a combination of mea .j^j[£j[ supplying the^nk to 
the head and means for recovering the ink from the head to perform 

-the - ink circulation. 

10. The method of lithographic printing as claimed in 
claim 7, wherein said ink jet recording device is further 
equipped with means for supplying the oil-based ink to the head. 

11. The method of lithographic printing as claimed in 
claim 7 , wherein the ink jet recording device is f| U jj^^ r 
equipped with a combination of means^fo^ supplying the^ink to 
the head and means for recovering the ink from the head to perform 
tho- ink circulation. 
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12. The method of lithographic printing as claimed in 
claim 1, wherein said oil-based ink is stored in an ink tank 
having means for stirring inside the ink tank. 

13. The method of lithographic printing as claimed in 
claim 12, wherein said ink tank further has means for 
controlling a temperature of— trhg> ink inside the ink tank. 

14. The method of lithographic printing as claimed in 
claim 12 wherein said ink tank^ further has means for 
controlling n rn nr r.nt rn t i r rn ink inside the ink tank. 

15. The method of lithographic printing as claimed in 
claim 1, wherein the hnad ir^ the ink jet recording method is } flJ , 
^stalled so that it is kept close to the plate cylinder at thoo WoA o< 

yfte-wfrereJthe imageff aro drawr r on the printing plate precursor 

A A *5 by 

and at other times^it is kept away from the plate cylinder^j*-&+r 
means for moving the head near or away. 

16. The method of lithographic printing as claimed in 
claim 1, further comprising using means for removing ~fc4*e=»paper 
dust ujcncrating» during the lithographic printing. 



17. The method of lithographic printing as claimed in 

« 



^ eotf^jft^u^ 

claim l\further-compficin^ using means for cleaning the head 

in the ink jet recording method at least at the completion of 
plate making. 
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